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Partners In Torah
Mission Statement:

Partners In Torah is acommunity-wide, independent and
inclusive adult education program focusing on
understanding Jewish relevancy to our lives by studying
text most interesting to each participant.
Through one-on-one discussion for 1 hour each week,
friendships are forged between mentors and mentees.

Partners in Torah has proven to be effective at reclaiming
the rich legacy of wisdom, inspiration, and guidance for
many who have, until now, lacked access.

Welcome.

Thank you for coming.

Please encourage friends to join you in participating so
that we can grow together as a community.



This Shabbat, we will read two portions, Behar and
Bechukotai. In Parshat Bechukotai (Leviticus 26:3-13), Hashem
promises the Jewish people that if they keep His commandments,
they will receive many blessings and experience no hardships.

1.
2.

9.

The rains will fall in their proper times
The land will yield its produce and the trees will produce
their fruits

. The threshing will last until the vintage, and the vintage

will last until the sowing
You will eat your bread until you are satisfied

. You will have peace and security in your land
. No one will frighten you, and no wild beasts will enter the

land

. No sword will pass through your land
. You will pursue your enemies and they will fall by your

swords
You will be fruitful and multiply

10. You will eat seasoned grain, and remove the old to

11.

make place for the new crops

Hashem will walk among you and will be Hashem unto
you and you will be His people — everybody will see you
as a Godly nation.

Considering these desirable blessings, the Sages pose an
important question: Why does Hashem promise reward in this
world for performing the mitzvot? Doesn’t the Torah teach us that
the purpose of this world is to earn reward in Xan n71y - Olam
Haba — The World to Come? Why, then, does Hashem promise us
reward in this world?



Maimonides explains that these promises are not a
“reward” at all. He writes (Laws of Teshuva 9:1):

2INON DO VIV 991 7NN DMN XYY 1T NN 1D Y N7aApn
9D) ; XA 02N MND N NDIT NNDI NN NYT WTM N2
DY) DNRY 171N NNPVAM NI XN INNON 21N PYYN DT
NN PO THN NNNON NHNN YW NIV NNNYA NNIN
YT MHNDNY ODIN PID,NMYYDN NMN DXYNNN 0T DI
MYYD 1T NN MPINNTD MAIOVN D 1D WAV 1N KNP
D2 PI0YI ROV 7D 2N DI M2 DY YV NI ,NNNN
795N T D19 AW XONX )N TIN QDY D272 10D
N2 ODIWN MND NIV YTD MNHN MUY

Hashem gave us the Torah, the Tree of Life.
Everyone who does what it says, and knows it clearly,
will merit life in Olam Haba commensurate with his
actions and wisdom. Hashem has promised us in His
Torah that if we do them with happiness and a willing
heart and if we will delve into Hashem’s wisdom
(Torah) constantly, He will remove from us any
obstacles that would prevent us from fulfilling the
Torah’s commandments. For example, sickness, war,
or famine, and the like. He will also bestow upon us all
the goodness to support us so that we may be able to
study His Torah. For example, abundant food, peace,
and much gold and silver, so that we don’t need to
spend our lives pursuing our physical needs, and may
remain free to study Torah and perform mitzvot, so as
to earn a place in Olam Haba.

The blessings written in the Torah are thus not reward for doing
the mitzvot; they are Hashem’s promise to support us so that we
may do the mitzvot unhindered.



In his commentary to the Mishna (Peah 1:1), Maimonides
adds an additional element.
12 WOV NN IVAD MITNPNIN MINNN DTRN DYV DO
,LAPMYD TPDY N72PN NN NPTND D AVWNN IR P
NMDNN MNNN DTRN NYYYWII ,PON P92 TNV IND
LMY NPTND D 2WNN 1D 19D ,N3 DY 1Y DTN M2 NOYINA
M INIY N2V 7MY N0 RN ,NMINNN NYYY 29D

, NN DMINN NN N3N INID HNPYWI D, OTN 22 P2 VN
NI PIWNN IOV 3D 1D HaApd

When a person performs a mitzvah between man
and his Creator (e.g., tzitzit, tefillin) Hashem rewards
him for that in Olam Haba..., and when a person does a
mitzvah that brings benefit to a fellow human being, it
is also a mitzvah for which he will be rewarded in Olam
Haba, but he will also find benefit from his mitzvah in
this world, because when he acts kindly to others, they
will learn from him and, in return, act kindly to him.

Maimonides teaches us that the mitzvah of helping others
has an added benefit. Not only will he be paid for his mitzvah in
Olam Haba, but he will benefit from his mitzvah in this world also.
His acts of kindness will benefit him because as others learn from
him and perform acts of kindness to others, he may be the
recipient of that kindness.

In the Mesilat Yesharim (Pathways of the Just), Rabbi Moshe
Chaim Luzzato takes this concept to a higher level. In chapter 19,
qguoting Talmud (Shabbat page 151), he writes:

DNYHN Y27 - (1 DI2T) 7THNT) OMINT T2 1NN ,(KIP NAY) TIY 1IIN)
TTIND NIN TN YITRD 2,03 NY) .7D20WD 12 12Y PN N30 DY
NIN D) NII2N OY TON NYIV) DONIAY M3 ,(T PITMD) DTN THD DTN
TON2 PHNY 1D 10NN INMNNTD T2



Our Sages have said: Hashem says (Deuteronomy 13:18),
“And | will have mercy on you, and give you mercy.” This teaches
us that whoever has mercy on Hashem’s creatures, Hashem will
have mercy on him. There is an inherent logic to this. Hashem
deals with us NTnN 711> NTN- measure for measure. The system
that we use to measure others is the one Hashem uses to measure
us. Therefore, because we have made this world more comfortable
for someone else, Hashem makes this world a more pleasant for
us.

Nachmanides adds an important element of understanding
to Maimonides’ idea.

Because this world is where we prepare for Olam Haba, an
eternal world, it would be acceptable that this life be challenging
and difficult. This is a reality of life - achievement in any venue
requires effort and work, and could become challenging and
difficult.

A typical medical student, for example, will have to undergo
between eleven and sixteen years of schooling. He will live in
cramped quarters, eat fast food (if he eats at all!), and will stay up
countless nights studying under pressure for the numerous exams
he will have to pass. After finishing four years of medical school,
he will begin his ninth year of schooling as a general intern for one
year, followed by another two residency years, which are
followed by a fellowship, which can last from one to six years
depending on the chosen specialty. During the internship and
residency, he will again miss many nights of sleep and work long
and difficult hours in a hospital taking care of patients. To pay for
all of this schooling, he will accumulate about $250,000 of debt,
which he will pay back over time, from his earnings as a doctor.



What a difficult and grueling program! Yet when a doctor
heard the term “grueling” applied to his 13 years of medical
training, he said, “l don’t like that term ‘grueling’ because since |
had a passion to become a doctor, | enjoyed every minute of it!”

In spite of all the difficulties, his passion to become a doctor
gave him the ability to see them as enjoyable since he appreciated
that they were bringing him closer to his goal of becoming a
doctor. The years that he invested would enable him to heal many
people, provide financial support for his family, and bring him
stature and respect in the eyes of his community.

Because of the extensive process required to become a
doctor, it is not until the candidate is around 30 years old that he
actually begins practicing medicine. Hoping he will be able to
practice until he is, say, age 80, he has made a minimum of an 11-
year investment, under most challenging and difficult conditions,
to reap 50 years of benefit-- about a one to five ratio.

Because Olam Haba is the eternal world, where we will
enjoy the reward of the good deeds that we have done in this
world for an eternity, it would be worth suffering through the
seventy or eighty years of this life to enjoy the eternal reward of
Olam Haba. After all, what percentage of an eternity is seventy? It
doesn’t even register!

Indeed, our Sages teach us an astounding lesson, viz, that
the reward in Olam Haba is so great that it would be worth it for a
person to come to this world, endure the suffering of Job for
seventy years, say “amen” just one time, and die.



Nachmanides explains that this is why the Torah tells us that
we will receive great blessing in this world for keeping its
commandments. Because the reward is so great, one might think
that it is necessary to suffer through a very difficult life to earn it.
To dispel this idea, Hashem told us, “Just the opposite! When you
keep the commandments and the Torah, | will make life pleasant
and enjoyable for you in this world also.” It is one of the
perquisites of being Hashem’s servant.

It is also completely counter-intuitive! That our spiritual soul
will receive spiritual reward in Olam Haba for the spiritual deeds
that it did in this world makes perfect sense; but by what logic
would one receive physical benefit from doing spiritual deeds?

One may question the notion that all who keep the Torah
and commandments have an enjoyable and pleasurable life.
Aren’t there many holy and righteous people who live very
difficult lives and seem to be suffering through life? How does one
reconcile that with the Torah’s promises?

We would have said the same about the medical student
studying to be a doctor. But in reality, in his passion to become a
doctor, he enjoys every new bit of knowledge that he learns,
knowing that it is going to make him a better doctor and that it is
bringing him one step closer to his goal. Similarly, the holy and
righteous people are enjoying every moment of their lives. Their
passion to do Hashem’s will, and to serve Him faithfully, makes
every moment precious despite its difficulty.

The Maharsha (1555-1632) provides another answer to this
guestion, explaining that the Torah’s promises of blessing are
made to the Jewish people as a whole, not to individuals. When
we as a nation would be worthy of Hashem’s abundant blessing



to the degree that there would be no sickness, famine, or wars,
with everything working perfectly, this would show clearly that
Hashem is real and controls nature for His nation. Everybody
would have to admit that Hashem exists. This would not,
however, necessarily be the case with each individual. There are
individuals in every nation that are prosperous and others who
are not.

The »Won 999 The Kuzari, written circa 1140 by Rabbi
Yehuda Halevi, provides another reason why Hashem promised
blessing in this world for doing the Torah and commandments.

The other major religions promise their adherents that if
they keep that religion, they will enjoy the greatest pleasures and
rewards in the world to come. Yet they conveniently cannot
promise any reward in this world because they have no control
over it. Hence, their predictions not happening would give people
clear proof that their religion was false. Adherents of other
religions must live their entire lives believing the promises of that
religion (that they are going to receive abundant reward in the
world to come) before they find out if the promises were true or
not. It is inconceivable that the “martyrs” who blow themselves
up, intending to kill and maim as many innocent men, women,
and children as possible, will receive good reward for their
heinous crime when they get to the world to come. When they
committed their crime, they were dreaming of the reward that
they were told that they would receive., The reality, though, is
that they are in for a shock! But now they are dead, and it’s too
late, having wasted their lives believing a lie.



Hashem the Master of the world and Controller of
everything that goes on in it, promises reward in this world so
that you can verify the veracity of the Torah right here and now.
One needn’t live his life wondering if the promises will ever come
true. Try it, and find out for yourself that it is true! You will not be
disappointed.

A sister question accompanies the question of why Hashem
promises blessing in the Torah, namely, why does the Torah not
say explicitly that there is Nan oY%y - Olam Haba, a World to
Come? In all of the written Torah, the words Nan oYy do not
appear even once.

The reality is that the Torah contains several oblique
references to Olam Haba, which come to light only through the
Oral Torah. We find one example in this week’s parsha.

The Torah tells us (Leviticus 26:12)
D3N3 YNI707N) ()
12) And | (Hashem) will walk among you.

What does this mean? When will Hashem walk among us?
Rashi explains.

D'WTYTTA I'NN X71 DDN TNXD | TV |A2 DONY 70N "IN

I will walk with you in the Garden of Eden (Olam
Haba) as one of you, and you will not be trembling
from me.

It is possible that Hashem walk among us only in Olam Haba
where we will be in a completely spiritual state.

10



Nachmanides shows how Olam Haba is clearly written in the
Torah from the concept of N1, the punishment to a person’s
soul for various severe sins. The Torah states (Leviticus 22:3),

TIT! X 197N KIDD W9ID NN
And the soul will be cut off from before me, | am Hashem.

Karet, where a person’s soul is severed from Hashem, is the
Torah’s most severe punishment. Hashem wants nothing to do
with him. He is completely on his own. The corollary of this is that
if one does not commit one of these crimes, his soul will return to
Hashem whence it came.

The Talmud (Kiddushin 39b) explains how even where the
Torah seems to promise reward in this world, it is really referring
to Olam Haba.

NIXN DY IART XN 2pY' 20 10 KN R XD
NIXN 72 377 'R MIR QpY' 120 IRINT LR RNV 'R
N"NN 'KY DT NNDY [NNY NNIN2 NAIMDY NiIxNi
M 12N (VN7 2D DRI X TIAD2 NA NY7N 0NN
NOARNI 7 20" |]yn? 2D |pn Ni'wa 37 20" |ynYi
N7V1 NI7TIA 7 XA D027 N7V 1N 17 IRy N ome
NNl 791 INN'TNAI 02N DX 7011 DX DX N7W1 N7
VN7 XX 0T 2w 1M NDMAR PWNIENT 7Y 1 N2 P
170w D21Y7 M (IR [YNnT?1 210 170w 071Y7 77 aon
X

Rabbi Yaakov said, “There can be no reward for a
mitzvah in this world.” There aren’t enough material
goods in the world to pay someone for even the
smallest mitzvah.

11



Rabbi Yaakov taught, Every mitzvah written in the
Torah, even the ones that have a reward written next
to them, will only be rewarded in Olam Haba. As far as
honoring one’s father and mother it says, “Honor your
father and mother in order that you will have long
days and in order to bestow good upon you.” About
the mitzvah of sending the mother bird away before
taking the eggs, it says, “Send away the mother and
take the young for yourself, in order that it will be
good for you and prolong your days.” Rabbi Yaakov
saw a case where a father told his son to go up a tree,
send the mother bird away, and bring him the eggs.
After sending the mother bird away and taking the
eggs, as the son was descending the ladder he fell and
was killed. How could this be? He was performing the
very two mitzvot for with the Torah promises long life.
Where is his long life? There is only one answer. It is in
Olam Haba.

Rabbi Moshe Chiam Lozzato (Ramchal) in his book The Path
of the Just adds another proof that there is a World to Come.

X 719 - D" n'7'on 190

'MXNY7 70w v DIY 721" X7 129¢ XA XN

DN NN '3 ,NTN 07iV2 ia¥N7 XN DTXD XA N'7DONY
D7iva vnn 17¢1 NAWY XD M i 7070 0%iva DTXD 4N
D1iNY N2 OXI,NIY D'VAY DN N'NIY M ?0Tn
vy M N2 ("X 0'70n) "Il 'y 02Nl LNy

"M TN .NIAND - NINT 72 I0X] ,NITIYI DRI D'R7N]
D2l ,N'ANX NIYYI NINID 17 DYivD N2Y RYR! N7 q7N
D7iY0 N 7021 02V 12D NIY NXNT V1A 17X - NN
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You will see that, in truth, no logical person can
believe that man was created for his life in this world.
Because what is life for man in this world anyway? Or,
who is truly happy and content in this world? We come
for seventy maybe eighty years, most of them filled
with toil and difficulties, with many types of pain,
sickness, and tribulations. And then after all of that,
comes death. Not one in a thousand derives true
pleasure and tranquility in this world, and even he, if he
reaches a hundred years old, is over the hill.

The Ramchal provides us with another reason why the Torah
didn’t expressly write about Olam Haba: It is obvious. Anybody
who thinks logically will have to conclude that life on this earth
cannot be the purpose for creation. There must be something
greater and better for man. That is Olam Haba, where the reward
will be out of this world.

It is clear through the Oral Torah that there is a World to
Come, but why did Hashem not write it explicitly even once?

The lbn Ezra (1069-1109) explains (Deuteronomy 32:39) :

72T TRR? X7 ,707 NNl ninnw 'yT 9%
NIN 7y D 978 'm 'R 12 R72"nivn

My thinking is (why Olam Haba is not mentioned
in the Torah) that the Torah was given to everyone, not
to special individuals, and the matter of Olam Haba
cannot be understood by even one in a thousand
because it is very deep.

13



The concept of Xan 071y (Olam Haba) is not something that
the finite human mind can grasp. It is a completely spiritual world,
which cannot be understood by a person’s physical mind. It is like
trying to describe color to a person who was blind from birth, or
music to a deaf person who has no concept of about the notion
that you are trying to convey. Therefore, it was placed the Oral
Torah, where the Sages would be able to present the proper
perspective of it and reveal what could be revealed.

What will the reward in Olam Haba be like? It will be an
unsurpassed spiritual pleasure that we cannot imagine in our
current material state. Here is what the Mishna in Pirkei Avot
(Chapter 4:16) says.

D21y 0 D21» ,NAD DIY2 M NP DY NN NYY N9

SRR

A moment of pleasure in Olam Haba is greater
than all the combined pleasures of this world.

How should we define “all the pleasures of this world?” All
the pleasure of the current world? Imagine that you could harvest
just the intense feelings of pleasure felt by every living person in
the world, compact those pleasures into one moment, and give
them to someone. Can you imagine how intense that pleasure
would be? But that is far from all of the pleasure of this world:
That is only the pleasure of this world now. To gather all the
pleasure of this world, we would have to add up all the pleasure
ever experienced by every person, everywhere, who ever lived,
from Adam until today. It is impossible to imagine how intense
that pleasure would be, and yet, all of that pleasure wouldn’t
compare to even a moment’s worth of pleasure in Olam Haba.

14



There is much to look forward to as we contemplate the
reward in Olam Haba for our good deeds. Our share will be
commensurate to the amount of Torah and mitzvot that we
perform in this world, and although we think that we will be
satisfied with whatever we get, our Sages teach us that when we
arrive there, we will wish that we had done more. Now is the time
to think about what we want our “eternity” to be like.
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