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Partners In Torah

Mission Statement:

Hello, Welcome!

Partners In Torah is a community-wide,
independent and inclusive adult education program
focusing on understanding Jewish relevancy to our lives by
studying text most interesting to each participant.
Through one-on-one discussion for 1 hour each week,
friendships are forged between mentors and mentees.

Partners in Torah has proven to be effective at reclaiming
the rich legacy of wisdom, inspiration, and guidance for
many who have, until now, lacked access.

Thank you for coming!

Please encourage friends to join you in participating so
that we may grow together as a community.



When contemplating the motives and goals of the authors of
the United States Constitution , we need look no further than the
Constitution’s preamble :

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defense, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and
our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for
the United States of America.

The Constitution that follows spells out exactly how to
accomplish the abovementioned goals. How blessed we are to live
in a country founded by men with such clarity of purpose and good
intentions for the rights and safety of the citizens of our great
country. We experience the benefits of their wisdom and foresight
every day.

Similarly, if we want to understand Hashem’s goals for
creating the world at large and the Jewish Nation in particular, we
need look no further than the Torah, His guidebook for us. In the
Torah, our Creator provided the framework for a perfect life on this
earth. As the Torah so frequently informs us, if we follow all of
Hashem’s laws, He will bestow abundant blessing upon us and life
will be perfect. Hashem created this world to bestow kindness upon
His creations both in this world and in the next.

King David in Psalms 89:3 epitomized this idea in one verse.
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Hashem has said: The world is built on lovingkindness.



The Midrash teaches us (Tanchuma Vayera 1).
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Rabbi Simlai said: | will prove to you that all of Hashem’s ways
are kindness. In the beginning of the Torah Hashem beautified
Chava and brought her to Adam ... in the end of the Torah he buried
Moshe... and in the middle He visited the sick, Avraham.

This week’s portion Reeh has many examples of Hashem’s
care for His creations, particularly, the poor and needy.

Hashem created each person with a unique mission. His every
characteristic is designed for his mission, Hashem having given him
the necessary tools to deal with the full gamut of challenges that he
will confront to live an upstanding and meaningful life. No two
people are the same; nor were there, or will there ever be.

This means that some people will be very wealthy, and some
will be very poor, with everything in between. In an amazing story,
the Talmud (Taanit 25a) brings out this point.
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Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat was extremely poor. He let blood (a common
practice in those day thought to be beneficial to one’s health), and
he was so poor that he nothing in the house to eat. (One must eat
something immediately after the procedure.) All that he could find
was a piece of garlic, which he threw into his mouth. It weakened
him and he fell into a coma. When the Rabbis came to visit him,
they saw that he cried, laughed, and then, a ray of light shone from
his forehead. When he came to, they asked him, “Why did you cry
and then laugh?” He answered. “I was sitting with Hashem and |
asked Him, ‘How long am | going to suffer with this poverty?’ He
answered me, ‘Elazar my son, would you like me to recreate the
world and perhaps you’ll be born to have wealth?’ | said to Him, ‘All
this, and it’s only a maybe? Have | lived most of my life, or is the
majority of my life ahead of me?’ ‘You are past the halfway mark.’
Hashem responded. ‘Then don’t do it,’ | said.

Hashem promised him great reward in the World to Come for his
response, and that was the source of his crying and laughing. He
cried when he learned that he was past the half-point in his life, but
he laughed when he heard of the great reward that awaited him.

Why would Hashem have to recreate the world to
accommodate Rabbi Elazar’s request? And why couldn’t Hashem be
sure that Rabbi Elazar wouldn’t be poor in the new creation?

Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler 7"xT answers these question in his
book Michtav MeEliyahu.



From the beginning of creation, Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat was
selected for the job of being the poorest person in the world. This
would be his station in life, and his challenge was to maintain his
love and trust of Hashem despite his extreme poverty. He was
doing his job admirably, but if he “wanted out,” Hashem would
have to look back at creation and see if there is another person
capable of handling this extreme test. Hashem wasn’t sure that He
could find that person, so He told Rabbi Elazar that he may end up
in exactly the same place in the world’s next iteration since there
may be nobody but him capable of fulfilling this role.

But why must there be poor people altogether? Why can’t
everyone be born with sufficient assets? The following story from
the Talmud (Bava Batra 10a) answers this question.
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This is the question that the evil Turnus Rufus asked Rabbi
Akiva.
“If your G-d loves poor people, why doesn’t He give them their
sustenance?”
Rabbi Akiva responded. “So that through them, we should save
ourselves from gehinam.”

There are two identical verses (Proverbs 10:2, 11:4) that
inform us,
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One verse is to tell you that charity saves from death, and the
other is to teach you that it also saves from the difficult judgment
of Gehinam (hell).

There must always be poor people so that the wealthy have to
whom to give charity. Because the world was built on TON -
kindness, with this, we can acquire the attribute of kindness and
save ourselves from Gehinom.

Is it a curse to be poor? Does Hashem hate them and not care
about their sustenance? Of course not! As Rabbi Akiva answered
the Roman general, Hashem loves the poor! So why doesn’t
Hashem give them their food? Because Hashem has set up a system
where those with abundance must share their wealth with those
who have been selected to live a life of poverty, to provide the
wealthy with the opportunity to give charity and train themselves in
the attribute of kindness. Hashem provides enough blessing to the
wealthy that when they would each do their fair share —a minimum
of one tenth of their income — there would be enough to support all
the poor. The problem is that the wealthy often do not fulfill their
complete obligation, as illustrated in the following story from the
Talmud (Kehubot 62b).
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The Sages taught: There is a story about Rabbi Yochanan ben
Zackai, who was exiting Yerushalayim on a donkey with his students
following behind him. He saw a young woman collecting grains of
barley from the droppings of where Arabs had grazed their sheep.
When she saw Rabbi Yochanan she stood before him and said,
“Rebbe, please give me something to eat!” He said to her, “My
daughter, who are you?” She said, “I am the daughter of Nakdimon
ben Gurion.” He said to her, “My daughter, where did all of your
father’s money go?” She answered, “Rebbe, don’t you know the
adage, ‘If you want to “salt” (= preserve) your money, you must
give it away ( for charity)?’” “What about your father-in-law’s
money?” She answered, “This one came and ruined the other.” She
then said, “Rebbe, do you remember when you signed my Ketuba?”
Rabbi Yochanan said to his students, “I remember when | signed on
this woman’s ketuba. One thousand, thousand gold pieces,
excluding the money from her father in law’s house.”

The story continues:
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The Talmud then asks,

Nakdimon ben Gurion didn’t give charity? Didn’t we learn that
when he left his house to go to the bet midrash, he would walk on a
silk runner and the poor people would fold it up for him and he
would give the charity for it? (He did this so the poor would feel
they earned their money) The Talmud answers: One explanation is
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that he did it for his own honor, and the other is that he did not give
according to his means. He needed to give more, and therefore he
lost his wealth.

The Chofetz Chaim (Rabbi Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan, Y781 )
points out how this idea is expressed in the adage quoted above: ”If
you want to salt — preserve- your money, you must give it away”
Preserving one’s wealth is compared to preserving meat in salt. Just
as when one packs meat in salt, the larger the piece of meat, the
more salt he must use, so, too, the more money that a person has,
the more he must give away for charity.

We see that when one does not give as much as he is
supposed to, he may lose his wealth. The Torah teaches us that the
opposite is true as well. When one gives the proper amount of
charity, he will become wealthy.

The verse says in this week’s portion:
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22) You shall annually tithe the entire crop of your planting,
the produce of the field.

The Sages ask about the double wording in the Hebrew ~wy
IwyYN - aser te’aser. To answer this, the Midrash (Tanchuma Reeh
18) makes a play on words (which only works in Hebrew) to explain
it.
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Take a tenth so that you should become wealthy. Take a tenth
so that you should not lose your money.

The Torah is teaching us that by giving a tenth of our wealth to
charity, we will become wealthy and not lose our wealth. Create
wealth by giving away money? That sounds counter-intuitive!
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Shouldn’t it be the opposite, that when you save your pennies, they
accumulate to make you a wealthy person?

The Chofetz Chaim explains how giving a tenth of one’s
earnings to the poor makes a person wealthier, and why a person
loses his wealth when he fails to fulfill his charity obligations.

Since Hashem is relying on the wealthy to support the poor, in
reality, for every $S100 that a person receives, only S90 is for him
and $10 is for a poor person. If he doesn’t give the poor person the
$10, Hashem has to find someone else to give him his $10.00.
Hashem then looks for a reliable and trustworthy executor of the
extra money that Hashem gives him to give to the poor. Knowing
that this person gives the “extra” to the needy recipient, Hashem
doubles his money. Thus, by giving his charity properly, Hashem
gives him more money to give more charity. Because, unfortunately,
many people don’t give a tenth of their earnings to charity, Hashem
has to repeatedly use the same reliable people. This is how one
becomes wealthier through giving charity.

The person who didn’t give the poor his allocation will likely
lose money because since he was only entitled to $90, next time he
will get only the $90 that he deserves. But he must give charity
from the S90 also, so if he continues to keep the extra money for
himself, he will continue to lose money.

By the way, don’t think that the person who didn’t give the
poor his money gets to keep the extra money. Because he was only
entitled to $90, he will lose the extra $10 somewhere along the
way.
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Another mitzvah in this week’s parsha shows us how sensitive
Hashem is to the needy. Chapter 15:7-10 says.
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7) If there shall be a destitute person among you, any of your
brethren in any of your cities, in the land that Hashem you G-d gives
you, you shall not harden your heart or close your hand against
your destitute brother.

8) Rather, you shall open your hand to him again and again
and you shall lend him his requirement, whatever he lacks.

The Sages derive from the words, “his requirement, whatever
he lacks,” that this varies depending on the individual’s needs. So, if
a person was used to eating steak for dinner every night, and now
he is destitute and needs his steak, you must provide it to him. If
when a man was wealthy, he always had someone run in front of
his wagon to announce him, you must provide this to him in his
impoverished state as well. This is what is meant by, “whatever he
lacks”.

The Talmud (Ketubot 67b) tells an astounding story about

Hillel the Elder.
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The Sages taught. “Whatever he lacks.” ... even a horse to ride
on and a servant to run before him. They said about Hillel the Elder
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that he commissioned a horse and runner for a certain person who
lost his wealth. One day, there was no runner to go before the
horse, so Hillel himself did it for three miles.

Rabbi Chaim Shmulevitz (d. 1979) makes the following
observation. Hillel the Elder was the greatest Sage of his time. How
could this person on the horse allow the great rabbi to run before
him to announce him like a simple servant? How could he not feel
unworthy of such treatment by the greatest Jew of the generation?
Rabbi Shmulevitz concludes that he must have been crazy! He had
to be out of his mind to allow Hillel to run before him. Yet Hillel did
it because he realized that this crazy man really needed it. What a
stellar example of sensitivity to the needs of another.

There is another directive in this week’s portion (Deuteronomy
15:10) that further underscores the idea that Hashem wants us to
be givers.

TIT Q202! N0 12T 72222 17 30N 227 VXY 17 Dn im) ()

AT N7¢N 7521 AWy 72 'K

10) Give him again and again, and let your heart not feel bad

when you give him, for in return for this matter, Hashem your G-d
will bless you in all your deeds and in your every undertaking.

Rashi comments — give him even a hundred times.

Maimonides comments on the Mishna in Pirkei Avot (3:14)
that says:
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Everything depends on the number of good deeds that we do.

Maimonides:
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The author of the Mishna says: A person doesn’t acquire
greatness of character from the size of the act; rather, he acquires it
through the number of good acts that he does. This is because only
through repeating an action many times does a person acquire that
attribute. Whereas if he does one large act, this will not influence
him very much. For example, when a person will give a needy
person one thousand golden pieces at one time, but to many others
he will give nothing, he will not acquire the attribute of being a
giver with this one act as much as he would if he would give one
gold piece a thousand times to a thousand different needy people.
Repeating the act of giving one thousand times, will implant the

quality of being a giver strongly within him.

For this reason, the Chofetz Chiam was against giving money
to another to allocate it for him, rather than giving it himself. When
someone else gives the charity to the poor for him, he misses out
on the benefits to his soul that one achieves from the act itself of
giving, and he doesn’t acquire the attribute.

It is remarkable to see how concerned Hashem is for the poor
and needy. This is the hallmark of our Torah and Hashem Who
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wrote it. It is all about helping the other person in any way that we
can.
Hashem commands us to rejoice on the holiday of Sukkot.

The verse says (Deuteronomy 16:14):
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14) You shall rejoice on your festival — you, your son, your
daughter, your servant, your maidservant, the Levite, the proselyte
the orphan, and the widow who are in your cities.

Rashi’s comment on this verse is stunning:
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“My four” (the Levite, proselyte, orphan and widow)
correspond to “your four”: (your son, daughter, slave, and
maidservant). If you gladden My four, | will gladden your four.
Hashem is the father of the orphan and the protector of the widow,
since they have no one else to fend for them.

Hashem created the world because He wanted to bestow
kindness upon others. He wants us to follow His example, so He has
set up the world in a way that there are abundant opportunities to
practice and acquire this stellar attribute, one which Hashem
stresses time and again ---- taking care of the needy.

Those of us who are blessed with the ability to help others
should certainly rise to the occasion and fulfill Hashem’s will to take
care of His needy children.
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