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Hello, Welcome!

Partners In Torah is a community-wide,
independent and inclusive adult education program focusing
on understanding Jewish relevancy to our lives by studying
text most interesting to each participant.

Through one-on-one discussion for 1 hour each week,
friendships are forged between
mentors and mentees.

Partners in Torah
has proven to be effective at reclaiming the rich legacy of
wisdom, inspiration, and guidance for many who have, until
now, lacked access.

Thank you for joining us!

Please encourage friends to join you in participating so that
we may grow together as a community.



The Tur (written by R. Jacob ben Asher 1269-1343) notes in
the name of his brother that the three festivals, Pesach, Shavuot, and
Sukkot, correspond to our three forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchak, and
Yaakov: Passover corresponds to Avraham because the angels came to
visit him on Pesach. (Avraham tells his wife Sarah to make “cakes” for
the guests, which our Sages teach us were matzahs.) Shavuot
corresponds to Yitzchak, because the shofar blown on Mount Sinai when
the Torah was given, came from the ram that was brought as a sacrifice
instead of Yitzchak. Sukkot corresponds to Yaakov because the Torah
says that Yaakov made sukkot, huts, for his cattle.

The connections between Avraham and Pesach and Yitzchak and
Shavuot are clear. But what do the huts (Sukkot) that Yaakov made for
his cattle have to do with the holiday of Sukkot? Did he perhaps make
these huts on Sukkot? There is no basis for that.

To answer this question, we need to understand more about
Yaakov and his relationship with his brother, Esav.

The Midrash teaches us.
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Our Sages taught. When Yaakov and Esav were still in utero Yaakov said
to Esav, Esav my brother, we are two brothers to our father, and there
are two different worlds to be had — This world and the world to come.
This world has eating, drinking, business, women to marry and children
to be had. But the world to come has none of the above. If you wish,
why don’t you take this world and | will take the world to come... Esav

3



then decided to take this world as his portion, and Yaakov took the
world to come.

We see that very early on, Yaakov and Esav, who were so different
in temperament from each other, came to an agreement on how they
would live in peace together: Esav chose this world, and Yaakov chose
the world to come. Esav was interested in this world’s pleasures and had
no interest in spirituality. Yaakov, on the other hand, was interested in
the world to come and would use this world only as a tool to earn his
place in the world to come. (Tana Devei Eliyahu Zuta 19)

When Yaakov tricked his father Yitzchak into giving him the
blessings instead of Esav, Esav vowed to kill Yaakov. Yaakov fled to his
uncle Lavan, and, after 22 years, Hashem told Yaakov that it was time to
leave Lavan’s house. When Yaakov sent scouts to get a fix on his avowed
enemy, Esav, they reported that Esav was on his way with 400 warriors
to kill him. The two camps were on course to meet the next day.

Yaakov had a three-part plan: He (1) sent Esav an extensive bribe
of 550 animals of different types, (2) prayed to Hashem, and then (3)
prepared for a physical encounter by splitting his camp into two. If one
was hit, the other would survive.

That night, Yaakov crossed back over the river to retrieve a few
minor articles that he had left behind. There, he met Esav’s angel who
wrestled with him and tried to kill him. Although he was unable to
overcome Yaakov, he did manage to injure Yaakov’s hip.

Why did Esav’s angel attack Yaakov for trying to retrieve a few
insignificant items? Our Sages explain that it was because it seemed to
the angel, that Yaakov was obsessed with material wealth. Why else
would he return to retrieve a few worthless items? Hence, because it
seemed that Yaakov had changed his role and made wealth and



possessions his purpose in life, Esav had an issue with him. That wasn’t
the original deal! Yaakov needed to eschew pursuing wealth just for the
sake of having wealth. Esav’s angel attacked Yaakov thinking that he
could discredit him. The angel, however, got it all wrong. Yaakov
remained completely true to his identity even when he returned to
retrieve a few insignificant items. A righteous person sees all his
possessions as tools for service to Hashem and does not allow himself to
squander or waste any of his resources. He recognizes that they are all
given to him for a purpose.

As an aside, there is deep significance to the injury the angel
inflicted on Yaakov.

The Chofetz Chaim (Rabbi Israel Meir Kagan 1839 — 1933) explains
that just as the thigh supports the body, Yaakov’s thigh symbolizes the
supporters of Torah. Yaakov, the embodiment of the Torah, symbolizes
the Torah. Hence, the injury to Yaakov’s thigh symbolizes that Esav can
influence wealthy people who are able to support Torah study. Such
people, learning from Esav, see their wealth as an end onto itself, and
therefore do not give of that wealth to the support of Torah. This is
where the angel of Esav has made his mark. This is why Torah institutions
are always desperate for funds to keep their doors open.

The next day, the two of them actually met. The above midrash
continues...
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When Yaakov came from Lavan’s house, and Esav saw Yaakov’s wives
and children, servants, cattle, gold and silver he immediately asked
Yaakov, “Yaakov my brother, didn’t you tell me that you were going to
take the world to come, and | would get this world? If so, what is all this
material wealth you have? Wives, children, money, slaves and
maidservants? Why do you own and enjoy the same worldly goods that |
do? Yaakov answered, “This is the modest amount of worldly goods that

Hashem has given me to use to serve Him!”

Yaakov explained, “I do not need these things for myself! | use them
strictly to serve Hashem! These are the tools that Hashem has given me
to use to fulfill my service to Him!”

Rabbi Judah the Prince, a descendant of Yaakov, was so wealthy
that, even in those days, he had even the rarest fruits and vegetables on
his table all year round.

The Talmud (Ketubot 104b) reports:
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When he was on his deathbed, he extended his ten fingers
heavenward and proclaimed, “Master of the Universe, it is known and
revealed to You that | toiled in Torah with my ten fingers, but | never took
any pleasure for myself, even my pinky’s worth.”

Even though Rabbi Judah the Prince had enormous wealth, he did
not use it for himself. Rather, he used it only as a tool for service to
Hashem.

Before he died, Rabbi Judah could testify about himself that he
never derived personal pleasure from his wealth. Holy people can have
every pleasure available to them, and still use them only as a tool to
serve Hashem.

Esav then asked Yaakov about the gift that Yaakov had sent.
(Genesis 33:8-11)
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8. Esav asked, "What did you intend by that whole camp that | met?"
Yaakov answered, "To gain favor in my lord'’s eyes."

9. Esav said, "I have plenty. My brother, let what you have remain yours."
10. But Jacob said, "No, | beg of you! If | have now found favor in your
eyes, then accept my tribute, inasmuch as | have seen your face, which is
like seeing the face of a Divine being, and you were appeased by me.

11. Please accept my gift that was brought to you, inasmuch as G-d has
been gracious to me and inasmuch as I have everything." Yaakov urged
Esav, and he accepted:

Notice the difference between Esav’'s and Yaakov's attitudes
towards physical possessions. Esav says, “I have plenty,” implying, but, |
could always use more. In a world that measures success by monetary
wealth, there is no limit to how much a person can have; the more the
better. Yaakov, however, exclaims “lI have everything.” | don’t collect
possessions for the sake of having a lot of stuff to call my own. My
possessions are tools that | use to serve Hashem. Therefore, whatever |
have is exactly what | am supposed to have. | have everything | need to
fulfill my purpose in the world.

Our Sages bring this point out in a different place in the Torah.
(Deuteronomy 25:15-17)
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15. You should have a perfect and honest weight and a perfect and
honest measure, so that your days shall be lengthened on the Land that
Hashem, your G-d, gives you:

16. All who do [not do] this, all who act corruptly, are abomination to
Hashem, your God:

17. Remember what Amalek did to you when you were leaving Egypt.

Our Sages query the proximity of Amalek to the commandments
to have honest weights and measures. They answer that if a person uses
dishonest weights and measures, Amalek, a descendant of Esav, will
pounce on him to punish him. A Jew who cheats in his business dealings
displays the dogma of Esav, that monetary wealth is the most important
thing despite the laws of the Torah.

Jews have a different perspective than the rest of the Christian
world.

Esav says, “We exist for this world; to sample and enjoy all the
pleasures that it has to offer. To this end, we must amass as much wealth
as possible so that we can always afford those pleasures.”

Yaakov, on the other hand, says, “We are in this world as a
passageway to the next world. Wealth is a precious tool, which when
properly used can earn us a special place in the world to come.” But, as
we learned from Yaakov, we must use it wisely and not waste or
squander it on frivolous things. There are unlimited expenditure options,
but we need to use careful discretion to choose those causes that will
further Hashem’s agenda. Wealth’s purpose is to allow us to earn a
higher place in the world to come.

As Jews, we are the descendants of Yaakov. But what is the source
for saying that the Christian world descends from Esav?

Many verses in the Torah say that say Esav is Edom (Christianity).
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The Midrash tells us that the Jewish people will have to go through
four exiles, the fourth one being Edom.

They are alluded to in the second verse in Genesis.
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2. When the earth was astonishingly empty, with darkness upon the
surface of the deep, and the Divine Presence hovered upon the surface of
the waters.

The Midrash on this verse says: (Midrash Rabba Genesis 2:4)
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The first of the four exiles listed is Babylonia, under the kingdom of
Nebuchadnezzar, who destroyed the first Holy Temple. Then came the
Medes and the story of Purim. Next came the Greeks and the story of
Chanukah.

The fourth exile is Edom, the Roman Empire. King Titus, Emperor of
the Roman Empire, destroyed the Second Holy Temple, and we are still
in exile from that event. Thus, we are considered in the Exile of Edom-
Rome - the Roman Catholic Church, which is the last vestige of the
Roman Empire. All flavors of Christianity in the world today come under
the umbrella of the Roman Catholic Church. The Midrash continues: the
end of the fourth exile will be the coming of Mashiach whose arrival we
anticipate every day.



Because our world situation today is a carry-over from our
forefather Yaakov and Esav, those events are especially significant to us.
Often, we can understand current events by seeing them in the light of
the wisdom shared with us by the Torah long ago.

Additionally, the Yaakov -- Esav interactions so many years ago are
actually prophetic. Our Sages teach us that those interactions set a
template for the future for all time. Yaakov’s challenges from Esav would
repeatedly challenge Yaakov’s children throughout the many years that
they would be under Esav’s dominion. To secure a successful outcome,
we must follow the path that Yaakov, in his great wisdom and foresight,
chose. We understand that this is the only correct path to take.

This is the message of the Sukkah. A Sukkah is a temporary dwelling
and we are commanded to live in it for a week. This is to teach us that
this world is really just a temporary dwelling. After going through Yom
Kippur when we fasted and prayed all day in Shul like an angel, we are in
a position to absorb this important message.

As descendants of Yaakov, our purpose in this world is earn a place
in the world to come. This world is like a Sukkah, a temporary dwelling,
as we are all just passing through. We all enter this world expecting to
leave it one day. When Sukkot comes we don’t invest a lot of money in
the Sukkah, since we can manage without all the conveniences and
luxuries of our homes for seven days. Similarly, we should not invest in
this world as if it is our permanent station in life.

Another way to look at it is: This world is like a rental property. If
you had $10,000 to invest, would you put it into the house you are
renting or into your permanent residence? This is the lesson that we
learn from Yaakov who made temporary dwellings for his cattle. This was
to show that his possessions were secondary; the tools that Hashem gave
him to earn his place in the world to come.
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A wealthy American businessman was travelling through Europe
and made a point of visiting the most important and holy Jew of the time,
the Chofetz Chaim. When the businessman entered the Chafetz Chaim’s
simple unfurnished home, he was flabbergasted. Here he was in the
home of the greatest Jew of that time, and all that he has is a table, a
few chairs, and a few beds?

The visitor couldn’t hold back his wonder and asked the holy rabbi,
“Rabbi, where is all your furniture?”

“And where is yours?” Asked the rabbi.

The guest replied, “Rabbi, | am just travelling through, so | don’t need it.”
“I am also just travelling through,” Answered the Chofetz Chaim.
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